DSST*
Prometric Inc. offers more than 30 DSST exams which are approved by the American Council on
Education (ACE). The ACE provides both a recommended passing score and a recommended
number of credits that could be awarded to successful candidates. Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi administers all the DSST exams on the computer. It grants credit for only four exams at the
following minimum score: 1) Astronomy - 48 (PHYS 1304), 2) Computing and Information
Technology - 45 (COSC1315), 3) Principles of Physical Science I - 47 (SMTE3315), and 4)
Principles of Statistics - 48 (MATH1442). For test dates and times, please visit our website at
testing.tamucc.edu – click “Credit by Examination” (located on the left side of the webpage).
A $10 administration fee is required at the time of registration. This registration fee is nonrefundable and non-transferable. Candidates who are military service members and whose exams
are funded by the Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES) will not be
charged this fee as the university is a fully-funded test center. Test appointments must be made
online at testing.tamucc.edu – click “Credit by Examination”, then click “Register for this
Exam.” Eligible DANTES funded test takers attempting a test title for the first time will have their
DSST exam fee funded by DANTES. (DANTES will not pay the exam fee for a previously funded
DSST exam of the same title; the candidate will be responsible for the $80 exam fee, but not the
administrative fee). If a candidate requires testing accommodations, please contact the Office of
Academic Testing prior to registering for an exam. Thirty days’ advance notice is required by
Prometric for specific testing arrangements.
On the day of the test, the candidate reports to the Student Services Center (SSC) room 210 and
presents a valid form of identification. That identification must: be government-issued (e.g., driver’s
license, state-issued identification card, passport, or military identification card), contain both a
current photo and your signature, and have a name that exactly matches the name used to register
for the exam. All eligible military personnel and eligible civilian employees of the United States
military MUST present a current military photo identification card in order to receive DANTES
funding.
The $80 DSST exam fee will be collected on test day. Only credit card is accepted for the DSST fee.
(Prometric does not accept the Discover Card). When sitting for the exam, a candidate will be
required to create a username and password. Once completing some demographic information, the
test fee will be charged when the candidate clicks “Begin Test.”
Revised 3/14/17

The time limit for each exam is 120 minutes. Exam descriptions can be found at DSST. Upon
completion of the test, an examinee will be able to print a preliminary score report. Test results can
also be viewed at www.ibt.prometric.com/dsst by entering the username and password created
when the test was taken. A transcript request form and instructions for having a transcript sent to
institutions can be downloaded from the DSST web site.
Test-takers that wish to retake a DSST exam must wait 90 calendar days before attempting
it again. This is a DSST policy. Any attempts to retest on the same title in less than the
specified time will automatically generate an “Invalid” Score Report.
Candidates who are military service members and whose exams are funded by DANTES may not
repeat an examination of the same title within a 180-day period; however, they may personally fund
a retest after waiting the required period of time.
Prometric and iStudySmart have partnered to offer proven study materials that help a candidate prepare for
taking DSST exams. iStudySmart has created in-depth study courses for over 30 different DSST exams.
These courses are the only study courses endorsed by Prometric. For more information, go to
www.istudysmart.com/dsst.asp. A candidate can purchase a DSST practice exam for some of the subjects
online at DSST. Although the online DSST practice exam questions do not indicate the full range of
difficulty a candidate may find in an actual DSST exam, they will help assess current knowledge level. Only
those materials that carry both the DSST logo and Prometric logo are endorsed by Prometric. For questions
about the validity of a study guide or other DSST-related product, please e-mail DSST at
www.getcollegecredit.com, or call their Customer Service line at 877.471.9860.
IMPORTANT: Examinees may use a basic four-function (+,-, x, /), silent, nonprogrammable calculator that
does not have a full alphabetical keyboard or graphical display. The following items are prohibited in the
testing room: any communication device, beverages, books, calculator watches, cameras, cellular phones,
dictionaries, electronic pagers, food, highlighters, notebooks, notes, packages, paper, slide rules, spell
checkers, study aids, or unapproved calculators. Pocket items - keys, wallet, etc. - must remain in a pocket
during testing. (Calculators are only allowed on the following exam titles: Fundamentals of College Algebra,
Principles of Statistics, Principles of Finance, and Business Mathematics).
* DSST is a registered trademark of Prometric Inc., which does not endorse and is not affiliated with this institute.
For information regarding applicability of these tests to specific degree programs, students should contact their academic
advisors. For questions regarding testing, please contact the Office of Academic Testing at (361) 825-2334 or visit with
us in the Student Services Center Room 210.
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